Leprosy

Perception & Practices of Bhils
in Jhabua

Study by

Centre for Advanced Research & Development
Bhopal

DANLEP

2002



AR

L ﬁwn..__“...wur.,apﬂ. i
LS,

y




Contents

Acknowledgements 1v
Study Team v
Abbreviation and Glossary vi
List of Case Studies vii
List of Figures vili
Executive Summary X

Chapter I: Background and Investigation Methodology 2

Chaprer 2: Field Investigation through Case Studies 10
Chapter 3: Findings of Group Discussion 36
Chapter 4: Field Survey using Questionnaires 50

¥

Leprosy: Perception & Practices of Bhils



Acknowledgements

The Centre for Advanced Research & Development thanks the
officers and staff of DANLEP Bhopal, for facilitating the study
“Leprosy: Perception & Practices of Bhils”.

We are grateful to the officers and staft of the Health Department
(NLEP) Jhabua who provided necessary assistance and cooperation
during the field investigation. We are thankful to Dr. Hirodkar

NMS (Jhabua), who provided training to the CARD investigators.

We are particularly grateful to B.L. Sharma, who stayed actively
involved throughout the study period and encouraged the team,
and Dr. Chitra Sundaram, HSR, Advisor, DANLEP-DANTR,
New Delhi, for her constructive suggestions in organising the

study report.
Finally, we are indebted to the villagers in the study area, the leprosy

affected persons (LAPs), their family members, neighbours and

other representatives with whom we had intensive interaction.
Vivek Sharma

Executive Director,

August 2001 CARD, Bhopal

W

Leprosy: Perception & Practices of Bhils



Study Team
Study Director

Principal Investigators
Study Consultants

Field Investigators

Editorial Assistant

Secretarial Assistant

Vivek Sharma

Manish Girdhani
Yogita Rajput

Dr. Kusum Jain
Madhura Rawat

Ranjana Gangrade
Krishnakant Khode
Deepa Chaudhary
Adams Smith
Pragya Vaghela
Neerja Vaghela

Shikha Chouhan

Deepti Natekar



Abbreviations and Glossary

BMO
CARD
DANLEP
LAP
MDT
NMS
SAPEL

Ayurvedic
Bada Dukh
Badva
Badvai
Bhagat
Bhilalas
Bhils

Beedi
Chapati
Choukidar
Faliya
Guru

Haat

Jadi Butti
Kabbadi
Kotwal
Kathputli
Mahua
Maithi

Neem

Nukkad Natak

Panch
Patel
Patlias
Sangh
Tadvi
Vahi

Block Medical Officer

Centre for Advanced Research & Development

Danida Assisted National Leprosy Eradication Programme
Leprosy Affected Person

Multi Drug Therapy

Non Medical Supervisor

Special Action Project for Elimination of Leprosy

Traditional Indian medical system
Leprosy

Priest

Black magic

Devotee

A clan of the Bhil tribe

Schedule Tribe

Indigenous cigarette

A thin cake of unleavened bread

Watchman

Hamlet

Teacher

Weekly tribal market
Medicinal herbs
Traditional game

Village policeman

Puppet

Madbuka indica tree species
Leafy vegetable

Azadirachta indica tree species
Street play

Village head

Village head

A clan of the Bhil tribe
Federation

Traditional Village head
A skin disease



List of Case Studies

Thandla Block

1.1 Baharima Harsingh of village Morghire
.1.2 Rasli Samsu Damor of village Morjiri
.13 Fatla of Roopgad village

1.4 Mariya Modia ofviﬂage Badi Dhamni
1.5 Ramtu of village Padtala

1.6 Puna s/o Hakria of village Parvada
1.7 Nanji Jokha ofvillage Roopgad

1.8 Kanu of village Daulat Pura

.1.9  Bahadur of village Daulat Pura

.1.10 Devji of village Morgire

.I.11 Jabli of village Navgaun Somla

.1.12 Babu Dulia of village Navgaun Somla

NS S S S SRS R I SRR SR ST (S S

.1.13 Mangu ofvillage Roopgad

Jobat Block

2.1.14 Mansingh ofviﬂage Dabdi

2.1.15 Amar Singh of village Sevariya

2.1.16 Pratap Narsingh of village Chhoti Khattali
2.1.17 Kansingh ofviﬂage Chhoti Khattali
2.1.18 Rali Pratap of village Dabdi

2.1.19 Patalia of village Dabli

2.1.20 Mukram Singh of village Dehtala

Sondwa Block

2.1.21 Val Singh Natha Singh of village Fadtala
2.1.22 Tutala Mama of village Puvasa

2.1.23 Reshma of village Sakdi

2.1.24 Dhirmitia Bhuvan ofvillage Sakdi

2.1.25 Najaru Ramyji ofvillage Bedi Bankhad ‘%‘

Leprosy: Perception & Practices of Bhils



W

List of Figures

Figure-4.1.1
Figure—4. 1.2
Figure—4.1.3
Figure-4.1.4
Figure—4.1.5
Figure—4.1.6
Figure-4.1.7
Figure—4.1.8
Figure-4.1.9
Figure-4.1.10
Figure—4.1.1 1
Figure-4.1.12
Figure-4.1.13
Figure-4.1.14
Figure-4.1.15
Figure-4.1.16

Figure-4.1.17

Figure—4.1.18
Figure—4.l.19
Figure-4.1.20
Figure—4.2.1
Figure—4.2.2
Figure—4.2.3
Figure—4.2.4
Figure—4.2‘5
Figure—4‘2.6
Figure—4‘2.7
Figure—4.2.8
Figure—4.2‘9

Awareness Regarding Leprosy Symptoms

LAPs Perception of Cause of Disease

Is Leprosy Curable

Reasons for Staying Away from Social Functions
Social Interaction (Relatives)

Periodicity of Visit of Leprosy Staff

Timely Availability of Medicines

Effect of MDT

Awareness about Government Programme
Success of Leprosy Programme

Suggestions to Improve Government Programme
Access to Leprosy Schemes

Intervention by Former LAPs

Treatment before MDT

Government and Other Treatment

Most Effective Treatment

Awareness about MDT

Suggestions to Improve MDT Delivery System
Confidence Level of LAPs

Have You Inspired Other Patients to Join Treatment
Awareness Regarding Leprosy Symptoms

Cause of Leprosy

Efforts to Push LAPs Towards Treatment
Sitting with LAPs

Invitation to Social Functions

Efforts to Resettle LAPs

Local Name for Leprosy

Awareness Regarding MDT

Suggestions for Improvement

Leprosy: Perception & Practices of Bhils



